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HECS Personalized Learning FAQ’s 
1.Why is HECS going in this direction?   

We have already started relevant and project based learning through the school 

garden and our Farm to School program.   

 

2. What will this look like? What will the classes look like? 

Teachers at HECS already incorporate STEAM into their instruction.  

Personalized learning will allow teachers to tap into the individual student passion 

where the learning is more closely connected to the student’s learning style.  We 

will use more technology as a tool to reinforce what is needed through effective 

online learning platforms and preparing our students to take ownership and be 

accountable for their learning.  

 

3. What does this mean for the students/staff? 

The learning becomes more relevant producing real world connections through 

PBL, students are more engaged because they have a voice and choices. Staff 

members become more confident in truly meeting each child where they need it. 

Building relationships and truly creating a culture of good work ethics, strong 

relationships and students are challenged to reach their full potential as teachers 

fine tune their skills. 

 

4. How are parents involved in this journey? 

We cannot accomplish this without parents and loved ones. Involvement from all 

stakeholders is essential.  Parents can get involved by staying informed. For 

example: attending these information sessions, staying in communication with 

your child’s teacher, volunteering, providing feedback on how we can improve 

and/or clarify anything you need more information about.  Most importantly be an 

active partner in preparing our students for their future.   
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The student experience will include five essential elements, called tenets: 

 

 Competency-Based Learning-Courses have clearly identified learning targets, 

and students move through coursework as they demonstrate mastery of each 

target. Time and place are flexible while learning is constant.  

 

 Authentic Learning Experiences-Students learn through real-world projects, 

problem solving, and service learning inside and outside of the classroom, and 

present evidence of their learning to authentic audiences such as parents, business 

and community members 

 

 21st C. Skills (Communication, Collaboration, Creativity, and Critical 

Thinking)-Learning experiences will be designed to foster key overarching skills 

and dispositions needed for 21st Century college and career success -- 

communication, collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking 

 

 Technology-Enabled-Students use technology to access and learn content and 

demonstrate what they know. Students will receive a mix of face-to-face and 

online instruction in order to ensure facility in both. 

 

 Learner Profiles and Personal Learning Plans-Reflect students' prior school 

performance and interests. Personal Learning Plans are co-created by students, 

their families, and HCS staff to help create learning paths unique to each student. 
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